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Sheridan, but certainly neither Lincoln, nor Sherman, nor Sheridan is 
entitled to any special recognition for humanity on account of them. 

Dr. Hart is a brilliant writer and prolific author, and to him American 
history is greatly indebted for numerous and important publications. He 
is, undoubtedly, one of the foremost of American scholars. 

Brave Deeds of Confederate Soldiers. By Philip Alexander Bruce, LL. D., 
author of "Robert E. Lee" ; "The Rise of the New South," etc., 
Philadelphia : George W. Jacobs & &Company, Publishers. 

Dr. Bruce uses his polished pen to excelled advantage in recounting 
these interesting stories of the great civil war. They could, of course, 
have been greatly multiplied, but the sixteen which he gives us are wonder- 
fully thrilling and typical. While adhering strictly to the facts in each 
case, Dr. Bruce frames them in a setting of words which gives them a 
freshness of action that enlists an absorbing interest. The Union before 
1861 consisted of two really distinct nations, and the war waged by the 
South was one waged to preserve its national existence. There was no 
other meaning to it, and there was no solution to the war except inde- 
pendence or absolute defeat. These young heroes who figure in Dr. 
Bruce's eloquent pages thought of naught but their country, and they were 
inspired by as pure a spirit as ever was cherished by a knight errant or a 
crusader of the olden time. Lincoln never understood the Southern people, 
and in offering to pay them for their slaves, if they would only stop fight- 
ing and come back into the Union, he really grossly insulted them. These 
men were not fighting for the money value of slaves, as Lincoln 
and the North seemed to think, but for a national existence, which they 
deemed menaced in the old Union. Both Seward and Lincoln had declared 
that the old Union contained the elements of an irrepressible conflict, and 
as this was really true, no such Union was natural or desirable. Now, 
by the defeat of the South and its absorption by the North, a greater and 
more powerful nation was made possible, but this does not invalidate the 
ground of its heroic resistance. The absorption of Switzerland by France 
might make a stronger France and a greater Switzerland, but all the 
arguments in the world would never persuade the Swiss that any amount 
of material benefit could compensate them for the sacrifice of their 
national identity. 

Dr. Bruce has written many excellent works, but none attests his 
literary ability more strikingly than the book under notice. 

The Hatniltons of Burnside, North Carolina, and Their Ancestors, and 
Descendants. By Patrick Hamilton Baskerville, A. M. (University 
of Virginia.) Richmond, Va. William Ellis Jones Sons, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 

Not long ago Mr. Baskerville wrote a book of the Baskerville family 
of Virginia and succeeded in tracing them back through many generations 
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in England. In this work he traces his mother's family the Hamiltons, of 
North Carolina, with just a slight hitch, occurring about 1655, to quite as 
remote a period in Scotland. The line begins with Sir Walter Fitz Gilbert 
de Hamilton, of Cadyow, in Lanarkshire living in 1292, and comes down 
through the Hamiltons of Orbiston and Dalzell, the Hamiltons of Park- 
head, and the Hamiltons of Eastquater and Burnside. The immediate 
American emigrant was Patrick Hamilton, born May 5, 1789, at Burnside, 
Scotland, to which the family moved from Eastquarter. He came with his 
four brothers to America and settled in Granville County, North Carolina, 
where they carried on a successful mercantile business. He married Mary 
Eaton Baskerville, daughter of William Baskerville, of Mecklenburg, Va. 
His daughter Isabella Alston Baskerville married H. E. C. Baskerville, and 
they were the author's parents. Alexander Hamilton born March 18, 1851, 
died February 4, 1916) distinguished as a lawyer in Petersburg, Va., 
was a son of Robert Hamilton, the author's uncle. 

With Americans of Past and Present Days. By J. J. Jusserand, Ambassa- 
dor of France to the United States, New York, Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1916. 

In this work Ambassador Jusserand brings out very successfully the 
connection of the French with the American Republic. The French army 
under the great Rochambeau enabled us to achieve independence at York- 
town. A great French sculptor Houdon gave us the finest statue of 
Washington. A great French engineer, Major Pierre Charles L'Enfant, 
furnished the design of the new American Capital City. The author is a 
thorough historian, and is cautious enough in his statement of facts. The 
work is a timely and interesting one. 

Chemistry in America: Chapters from the History of the Science in the 
United States. By Edgar F. Smith, Blanchard, Professor of Chem- 
istry, University of Pennsylvania. Illustrated. D. Appleton and 
Company, New York and London. 

In this book which is handsomely prepared, Dr. Smith presents the 
reader with a most interesting account of the development of Chemistry 
in America. Philadelphia was the headquarters of this science, and the 
sketches he gives are largely of men connected with that great city. 
Among the most distinguished chemists was Robert Hare, who had a brief 
connection with William and Mary College. Besides being a great 
chemist, Thomas Cooper was a great writer on politics, and Dr. Smith 
calls attention to the fact that he was the real originator of the phrase 
popularized by Lincoln : "This is a government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people." The work, while not a complete history of 
chemistry in America, is, nevertheless, of profound interest and genuine 
importance to every chemist. Among the men who did the earliest original 
work in chemistry in America was the active James Madison, President of 



